
      PLANNING YOUR 
WEDDING 

There are lots of details to consider before choosing a church to get married in and also lots of details 
to consider in planning the service. We advise that you plan well ahead to ensure your wedding 
ceremony runs smoothly. This document gives an overview of some of the details to be aware of 
before booking your ceremony. 
 

Eligibility 
 

You are able to marry at St George's if you fill any of the following requirements:  
 

 One of you lives in the Parish 

 One of you has attended worship at St George’s for a period of 6 months 

 One of you has been baptised or confirmed at St George’s 

 One of your parents lived in the parish for at least 6 months 

 One of your parents regularly attends public worship at St George’s for at least 6 months 

 Your parents or grandparents were married at St George’s 
 

Find out about the Parish and getting married in the Church of England at yourchurchwedding.org 
If you’re not sure which Parish you live in, check at achurchnearyou.com 
 

Banns 
 

Banns are read for three Sundays during the three months before your wedding, often over three 
consecutive weeks. As well as it being a legal requirement, your banns readings are special public 
occasions when people in church hear of your intention to marry. You will need to have your banns 
read in your own local church of the parish where each of you live, as well as St George’s. Please get 
in touch with us about reading banns if you are unsure. 
 

Registers and Certificates 
 

When you apply for your banns to be read, you will be asked to complete a form, usually for each 
church where your banns are going to be read. The information on the Banns form will be entered into 
the Marriage books and also used on the Marriage Certificate, so make sure the details are correct.  
They will also need to be sent to the Leeds Registrar for Marriages. Finally, we will need to know the 
names of your witnesses in advance of the wedding, so we can prepare your Marriage Certificate. 
 

Meeting with Officiating Minister/Clergy 
 

Our clergy decide who will conduct the wedding, according to their availability. We will put you in 
touch with the relevant member of clergy who you will arrange a meeting with to discuss your 
ceremony.  

 
Wedding Preparation 
 

We offer a Marriage Preparation Course and encourage all couples to attend prior to their wedding. 
The course will deepen your relationship and allow you to build strong foundations for married life. 
Topics covered include; communication, commitment, resolving conflict, keeping love alive and 
shared values. There is no group discussion and privacy is respected, though there are opportunities 
to discuss any issues with a ‘support couple’ if you wish to. The course includes a meal and 
refreshments as well as resources which can be covered by a suggested donation of £25 per couple; 
but don’t let the cost put you off. Please speak to us if you would like to attend our Marriage 
Preparation Course as dates and times vary depending on the time of year. 



 

Order of service 
 

Planning your ceremony can be a little daunting; choosing songs, bible readings and vows can make 
it seem like a big task. When you meet with the member of clergy who will be conducting your 
ceremony they will help you find hymns or songs, bible readings and discuss with you the vows you 
will make. 
 

Flowers 
 

Your florist is more than welcome to come to the church on the day preceding the wedding to set up. 
If this is a weekday it is preferred if they arrive between 9.30am and 3.00pm. Please don’t arrange for 
the flowers to be brought on the morning of the wedding as the church will only open an hour before 
the service. 
   

Photographs 
 

Capturing your big day is important so we welcome photographers and videographers, but they 
should try to be discreet and not use a flash during the marriage service itself. 
 

Confetti 
 

Although it makes for a lovely photograph, we ask your guests to refrain from throwing confetti 
outside the church as it is difficult to clean up, especially if it rains. 
 

Parking and Disabled Access 
 
A limited number of car parking spaces will be available within the church grounds, so please let us 
know if you require space to park at the Church. There are a few reserved parking spaces for 
disabled badge holders and lift access to the church, so please let us know if you require assistance 
before your day to ensure all your guests feel welcome and can access the church safely.  
 
Please inform your guests of local car parks; Joseph’s Well car park is free on Saturdays and is just 
a short walk over the footbridge to the church. For directions from Joseph’s Well to the church visit 
goo.gl/RNhGUG 
 

St George's Centre 
 
We have a fantastic conference facility on site that is available for hire for your reception. Visit the 
website for details: stgeorgesecentre.org.uk 
   

Wedding Costs 
 
The following fees are payable to St George's Church in advance of your wedding. The first four 
charges are mandatory and the following three are optional. 

 
Publication of banns of marriage  £   21.00 
(additional charges may apply if your banns are read at multiple churches) 
Marriage Service & certificate  £ 417.00   
PA operator     £   50.00 
Caretaker     £   50.00 
 
     Total £ 538.00 
 
In addition, the following charges will be raised if you require any of the following: 
Projector/PA Operator    £   50.00 per person    
Organist     £ 100.00     
Music Group     £   50.00 per person   

  
If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

wedding@stgeorgesleeds.org.uk | 01132438498 


